=iy, Palos Verdes Amateur Radio Club Ceebrating

February 2005 QRO

PVARC Meeting
Wednesday, February 16, 2005
7:30 PM at Hesse Park, RPV

k6pv@arrl.net

-Election of Officers
-Open discussion of the
Club’s concernsand future plans

2005 PVARC Dues are now overdue[!]
Those memberswho haven’t renewed yet
please send your duesin now
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No report received from the President

DetheVP

A note from the Vice President

We have all had a month to settle into the New Y ear.
Our plans and priorities are developing. Hopefully
there isroom in these plans for you to continue your
Ham and PVARC activities. At the next meeting, we
will be electing a new date of officers for 2005.
There will be some old faces on the slate, Bob
Landon for Treasurer; myself will be running for
President and Jeff Wolf has volunteered to run for
Vice President. Marian Locascio has decided to not
run for Secretary. We need someone to volunteer for
the position. A description of the position and respon-
sibilities are given on page 3. Please consider it. The
Club works better when we have afull Board. The
Board members work very hard to support the Club.

Talking about support, the next meeting will be de-
voted to you and the Club. After the break the chairs
will be placed in a horseshoe arrangement around the
room. Thiswill be so that we can al hear each other.
Personally, | have adickens of atime hearing alot of
what is said at the meetings. | will lead the group.
What we want to get out of the meeting is an under-
standing of how the Board can best serve the Club.
To do thiswe are going to ask each of you to shortly
describe

What you get out of the Club,

What you want out of the Club and

What are your complaints, concerns and sugges-
tions?

We typically have 30 to 35 people attend the meeting
so please think about these ideas before the meeting
so that you can tell usin about a minute. Otherwise
we will be there all night.

(Cont.)

(VP s Report cont.)

Activitiesthe club typically sponsorsand needs
support:

Listed below are the activities the Club typically
enjoy. Pleasereview thelist and seeif thereis
something you would like to help with. The coordi-
nator jobs are not all that time consuming. After a
couple of announcements at meetingsit is one run
through the phone list-calling people. Also there
are the board membersto help you if you getin a
real conundrum.

Field Day

Chairman, CW Coordinator, SSB Coordinator, Pub-
lic Relations Coordinator, Other activities Coordina-
tor, Lighthouse weekend Chairman, Club Picnic
Chairman

An opportunity for the Club

There are very few ways that aHAM organization
can raise funds to support its activities. For inde-
pendent clubs the funds to support it must come
from the members. The PVARC has been very for-
tunate over the yearsin that when it has been re-
quired extra funds members have chipped in on
their own to support the club needs.

The club has an opportunity this next year to help
sponsor the Southwestern Division ARRL Conven-
tion for 2006. The event will be coordinated by the
ARRL, Los Angeles (LAX) section. Planningis
just beginning. By June the Los Angeles Section
will need to have its planstogether. The club will
be required to put up a couple hundred dollars of
seed money. We will also need to support one of
the activities listed below. To proceed we need
someone to take responsibility to coordinate the
activity and get club member support. Again phone
the members and get their support.

By the way Mel Hughesis the PV ARC representa-
tiveto the LAX section. Visitors are always wel-
come.

Chairman, Program Chairman, Alternate Activities
Chairman, Exams Chairman

(Con, page 3)
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Our current voting membership stands
at 77 voting members.

Our Fund Balances as of 2/7/05 are
as follows:

Genera Fund $2,190.45
John Alexander Fund  $950.00
Tota bank balance  $3,140.45

The Club hastwo new members:
Ginger Clark KG6TAU
David Garner N6WY

Bob Landon, KD60ORG, Treasurer

(PV’s Report cont.)

There is some preliminary work that needs to be
accomplished in order for PVAN to work
smoothly. And we are sure it will need continual
improvement has we gain experience. Alan Soder
berg has volunteered to help coordinate the Hams
and their activities.

Please contact Alan if you would be interested in
helping .. [(310) 377-9747].

(VP s Report cont.)

In order to run the convention help will be needed
with:

Publicity Chairman, Exhibit Hall Chairman,
Ticket Chairman, Parking Chairman, Flea Market
Chairman, Security Chairman, Food Chairman,
Information

Let’s select one?

PVAN

Peninsula Volunteer Alert Network is a part of the
Peninsula Disaster Response effort.  The city of
Rancho Palos Verdes has taken the initial step on
the hill to implement PVAN. PVAN isacompo-
nent of Rancho Palos Verdes Emergency Opera-
tions Center. PVAN is needed when thereisa
disaster and normal communications links are non
functional (ie. phones). PVAN isanetwork of
Ham operators that convey critical information
from the neighborhoods to City Hall where the
information is acted. Hams do not provide this
function alone. They work in close coordination
with Neighborhood Watch block captains.

(Cont.)

Responsibilities of the
PVARC Secretary

Send thank you letter to (nominaly in
February):
City of Rancho Palos Verdes
Recreation and Parks Dept.
Attention: Nancy Silver
30940 Hawthorne Blvd., CA
90275

Record monthly Club meting minutes

Send thank you letters to monthly
speakers

Send Minutes to the QRO Editor
Disseminate Club noticesvia:
E-mail
Letters to those without E-mail

Maintain Club roster

Send get well letters and sympathy
letters from PVARC

Send letters to new Hams on the
Hill concerning services provide by
PVARC
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Secretary’s Report
No report received from the
Secretary

This space could have includeg
your report on the new whiz
bang project you have been

working on for months. So

send ‘emin.

Who knows, if you were to
publish your work here “QST”
might contact you for afull
blown article in the ARRL
magazine. (Alright, that would
be highly unlikely but | had to
fill up this space somehow!)

Bryant, W2RGG, Editor

22

— 5@

Editor’s notes-

| am delighted to announce that the Club’s
newest member, Ginger Clark, KG6TAU, has
offered to help edit the QRO. Ginger has ex-
tensive experience with editing newsl etters.
Over time you will seeimprovementsto the
way the newsletter is presented. | welcome her
help!!!!

Also, I’'m changing the format of the last page
of the QRO. Instead of calendars [which were
areal painto format correctly] I'm going to list
the club’s activities for the balance of the year.
If you wish you can print out this one page as a
hard copy reminder of what to plan for.

Note the new Masthead of the QRO. Thanksto
Rick Murray for his continuing great work.

Finally, have you ever wondered what the
genesis of “QRO” was as the name for the
Club’s newdletter ? 1 have. According to my
ARRL Handbook QRO means “Shall | increase
power? Increase power” . Odd. Any com-
ments?

Bryant, W2RGG, Editor

Robert Keefer, KOBUA, reports that Sam
Lalande, W60OXX, passed away January
28, 2005.

Before moving North several years ago

Sam was avery active member in the
PVARC serving as President during his
many years with the Club. Also, he was
active in the Northrop Grumman Radio
Club. Thos of uswho knew Sam will miss
him.
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Miscellaneous

Palos Verdes Marathon #39

The 39" running of the PV Mara-
thon will take place on Saturday 14
May. As most of you know, the
event also includes a %2 Marathon
and a 5 K race. Everything starts
and finishes at Point Fermin Park, in
San Pedro. The Marathon comes ug
25™ Street to PV Drive South, pro-
ceeds West into PV Estates, up
Paseo del Mar and then doubles
back.

This is a fun event, and it happens
right here in our back yard. The
weather is usually pleasant and the
view looking off the cliffs is spec-
tacular. There will be about two
dozen radio operators supporting
the event and typically several hun-
dred runners.

This is a great way to practice your
radio skills for an emergency. If
you're really up to it, we can even
arrange to let you operate as Net
Control for part of the event. If
you'd like to work the event, contact
Walt Ordway, K1DFO, at (310) 541-
4007, or at waltordway@juno.com.

Check Out the PVARC Web
site

If you haven’t bookmarked the
Club’s URL for easy recovery you
should. http://www.palosverdes.com/
pvarc . The Club’s Webmaster has
done a major revamp. Take alook,
it’'s much easier to find what you
want .

Also, Rick Murray has aded a new
page devoted to the Peninsula Vol-
unteer Alert Plan (PVAN). He says it
is awork in progress and he’s look-
ing for ideas, additions, comments,
etc.
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(Very Strong language for the FCC re’ BPL)

The ARRL has petitioned the FCC to take its broadband over power line (BPL) Report and
Order (R&O) back to the drawing board. In a Petition for Reconsideration filed February 7, the
League called on the Commission to @econsider, rescind and restudy@ts October 14,

2004, adoption of new Part 15 rules spelling out how BPL providers may deploy the technol-
ogy on HF and low-VHF frequencies. Asserting that the R& O failsto adequately take into ac-
count the technology®potential to interfere with Amateur Radio and other licensed

services, the League called the FCC®action to permit BPL @ gross policy mistake.@he R& O,
the ARRL said, @epresents a classic case of prejudgment@y an FCC that knew better but ig-
nored evidence already at its disposal.

@t is readily apparent that the Commission long ago made up its mind that it was going to per-
mit BPL without substantial regulation, no matter what the effect of this flawed application of
old technology is on licensed radio services, @he L eague® petition declares. The ARRL accuses
FCC Commissioner Michael Powell and his four colleagues of deliberately authorizing @ spec-
trum pollution source@hat® proven to be incompatible with existing licensed uses

of the HF spectrum.

@he Commission wanted nothing to contradict its enthusiasm about BPL ,@he League said,
and its Office of Engineering and Technology (OET) saw to it that evidence of the
@undamental incompatibility@petween BPL and incumbent HF radio services @vas suppressed,
ignored or discredited.@rhe FCC has not adjudicated a single interference complaints, the
ARRL added, but has swept interference complaints under the rug.

The ARRL further argued that Powell should have recused himself from voting on the R& O.
The chairman, the ARRL says, violated the FCC®own ex parte rules by attending a BPL pro-
vider®demonstration October 12, after release of the October 14 agenda. Powell @ainted

this proceeding@by taking part in the demonstration, and that alone is sufficient to have the
Commission vacate and reconsider its action, the ARRL alleged.

The League also said the FCC@®@ate and incomplete@esponses to ARRL® Freedom of Infor-
mation Act (FOIA) requests fail to show any support for FCC®conclusions regarding interfer-
ence to licensed services from BPL. The highly redacted information release contained
nothing that supports the FCC® conclusions about BPL®interference potential and suppressed
negative recommendations from its own technical investigators, the petition says. As aresult,
the League said, the Commission @ailed to conduct impartial, reasoned rulemaking.@

The Commission used an unlawful @alancing test@hat weighed BPL® purported benefits
against itsinterference to licensed services, the League asserts, creating @ hierarchy of licensed
radio services@ased upon @ow much interference each service deserves.@ he Communica
tions Act, the League®petition points out, requires an objective determination from the outset
that the likelihood of harmful interference from a proposed unlicensed service isvirtuallynil.

In its unanimous BPL decision, the Commission, the League says, has abandoned its funda-
mental obligation to avoid interference in telecommunication systems, instead requiring com-
plainants to initiate contact with BPL providers and @eg for resolution.@I' he ARRL petition
also faults the Commission® adopted measurement standards.

(Ref. ARRL Letter, Vol. 24, No. 05, February 4, 2005— there is a bit more info on this subject)
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Two Amateur Radio Courses Coming Up-

FCC “Technician” Class cour se

FCC “General” Class course

Both aretwo day cour ses
They will betaught on March 12 and 19 at:
Hesse Park
29301 Hawthor ne Blvd.
Rancho Palos Verdes

Technician Class course- from 9:30 AM to 2:00 PM

Gener al Classcourse- from 2:15 PM to 5:15 PM

- No feefor either course -
- Books available with FCC test questions, $15 —

- Copy of course chartsavailable, $10 -

For more infor mation contact.

Walt, K1DFO, at (310) 541-4007 or at waltor dway@juno.com
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Coming PVARC Events during 2005

Please review the list of activities for the Club. See where you
might participate. Be sure to mark the eventsin your calendar or
print out this page.

Club meetings- the third Wednesday of each month

Board of Directors meetings- the fir st Wednesday of each
month

February 16
Election of Club officers.
The program will be an open form discussing the club concerns and
future plans.

May 14
Palos Verdes Marathon
[Coordinator Walt Ordway, K1DFO, (310) 541-4007]

June 25-26
Field Day 2005

August 19 - 21
Lighthouse Weekend

August 21
Club Picnic

September 18
Palos Verdes Concours d’ Elegance
[Coordinator Walt Ordway, K1DFO, (310) 541-4007]




