Palos Verdes Amateur Radio Club

Salute

AmMcricas
Heroes

PVARC Meets Every thirdVednesday at 7:30 p.m,
Hesse Park, Hawthorne Blvd., Rancho P&lesles

Digitally Speaking

This month’s meeting will feature our own Ray Day, N6HE, speaking on
amateur radio digital communications and his experiences using RTTY (radio tele-
type) and PSK-31 (a newer digital mode that gives really great results with very
low power). Ray will give a very user-friendly talk giving all the information you
need to get on the air with either or both of these modes quickly and easily.

This is an easy way to get on HF with low power and a crappy, er, less-than-
optimum antenna. And no, you don’t have to be a geek to get started. Essentially,
Ray’s made all the mistakes already so you don’t have to! Come to learn “what’s
up” with these two modes of amateur radio communication and how to have fun
getting on the air digitally! And contrary to some folks’ fears, there will NOT be an
exam at the conclusion of the program...

You will learn what this is:
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The Resident Entificates
Joe Rce NZ6L

In the late 198@Qvhile working for the Corps OPENFIRST MARGONI%
of Engineers, | had a unique opportunity to spend | mp k: ) NV |
short while on Oahu Island onficfal travel duty TRANSPAGIFIG LINK
orders. For a work trip, | made the pleasant discc -

ery that having DY (Travel Duty) papers on Oahu was an open p:
to the island.

Completion of California Sta-|
tion Connects New Bruns-
© wick, N. J., with Hawaii.

As someone who is fascinated with visible histbfpund that {FL ASH GREETING TO WILSON
being on the island with papers (and proof of automobile insuranc S
permitted driving and visiting historic places within teny, Air Messages to be Sent In Direct
Force, and Navy bases that cover a significant portion of the islar """”"'::l‘fp ;i’: In the
Most memorable were the ancient ruins at Kole Kole Pass, which - 1
between Schofield Barracks and LuaLualei Naval Magazine whe Special to The New TYork Tmes. |
the warriors ofNahiawa andVaiOanae met in battles between their The NewYork Times, Sept 25th, 1914
territories separated by the mountain ridgyalking about the ruins
with the sound of heavy artillery and machine gun fire echoing in the distance produced an eerie sensa
tion of what it might have sounded like back in December of 1941.

One place | visited several times didré§uire any special access, and was a rare fféatru
ins of Marconi©KahukuWireless Station, which unlike its sister plant in Bolinas & Marshall (@A
the coast near Point Reyes Station, CA) had buildings, footings, and other remnants partially intact and
still in some degree of use as by a private krill farrs.lti€ated at the end of, not surprisindiarconi
Road, of the coastal highway

This 500 horsepoweBOOKw transmitting
station with 800-900 foot towers made first contact
with the newly built California stations on September
24h 1914, completing the first reliable transpacific
link in the globe-encircling Marconi radio network.
~ (The next station in the chain to be built would be in

- the Philippines.)

The importance of global wireless capability
was elevated in 1914 due greatly in patif@/I, and
prompted the US Government to wrest control of
Marconi® technology from British to US hands.

In 1919, on the order of Presidékibodrow
Wilson, a lage government contract was awarded to
Marconi’'s Kahuku Wir eless Station the General Electric Corporation under an agreement
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that GE would purchase tlenerican
Marconi Companywhich they subse
quently did, and the Radio Corpera
tion of America (RCA) came into be

ing.

With this deft move, the US obtained a
global wireless network, free from patent claims
and foreign investment$his step also laid the
foundation for the beginning of global entertain
ment broadcasting, when in 1926, G¥gsting
house, and RCAogether formed the National
Broadcasting Corporation (NBC), the wodd®
first major broadcast network.

The Kahuku station served many roles
throughout the early 19080@ was converted
from spark gap to valve in the mid 1920dp
graded again in the mid 1930@nd continued to

operate as a broadcast and relay station for music

programming, news/oice ofAmerica, and mes
sage trdfc.

RCA Kahuku station transmitted the

breaking news about the attack on Pearl Harbor

and although it was the only communications
link to the US mainland at that time, short-wave
communications advanced rapidly during the
war, and the towers were removed to build a B-
17 airbaseThe RCAstation continued to be
stafed with limited operations for some time-be
fore closing.

| find it amazing to look at the meager
antennas on my small city lot that I0ve talked
with people on the other side of the world using
100 watts or less, while it took a transmitter the
size of KahukuXo talk reliably to San Francisco
just about a hundred years audgth the advent
of digital voice over HFsuch as with tools like
WiIinDRM, Marconi®desire of global radio
communication without static is becoming a real
ity to the radio amateur today
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There is a lot of information on the web

about the Marconi/RCAKahuku station, includ
ing a great collection of aerial photos at
http://www.airfields-freeman.com/HI/Airfields

HI Oahu N.htm

Hope you all have a great November

73,
Joe

-
“FOR
S

ALE
-

Yaesu FI817 HF/VHF/UHF
QRPtransceiverSN 1H390275.

This radio is pristine, and has an upgraded
main dial OKrankerO knob and installed na
row CW ilter. Radio comes with microphone
accessory front support starmHF/UHF an
tenna, power supply with cable, original ma
ual + second copy + wallet-sized fold out
menu guide, promotional brochure, and orig
nal carton. If you want to explore the world (¢
QRR this radio is for youThe radio origi
nally sold for $650 but | acquired it at OPay
ton special pricingO of $508sking $325.
Call Jef, K6JW at 310-373-5970.
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de the VP
Knut J. Myhre, N6BNP

amateurs in the US, Japan and Europe.
This month | would It is really exciting to see the text showing up on
like to focus on some ep the computer screen from the person you are in

erating modes that many of us have not tried, ex gso with knowing that his signal is barely audible

plored or gained some knowledge and experiencel the radio speakgbut the text coming through
about.These days, months for that matfeopa very clear a}nd staplg. Most are running low
gation conditions have been very bad and we power so big amplifiers are not necessary or rec
have to be active on the bands when openings ~ °mmended.

occur For many that is not so easy when one has
to deal with job and family obligations, but there

See you all at the club meeting on Novem

are modes besides SSB that are attractive and P€" 18!

interesting when general propagation conditions

are downWe always of course, have FM on 2m  Knut - N6BNP

and 70cm, but what about all thefdient digi -~~~

tal modes?

With low output power and simple
means one can enjoy a lot of operations. BW
one method, but the digital modes are always
available and exciting. Here you have the
combination of computer use and radio. It is
really amazing how far DX stations on the air
nowadays you can reach with low power and
simple antennas with the digital modes. PSK:
has become very popular for instance, but
there are a number of other related digital
modes as well, like PSK125, Hellschriper
Field-Hell, Amtor and PactoiRTTY and a
number of others.

The program for the November club
meeting we are lucky to have R&6HE, who
has practiced for some time the digital modes
to give us an introduction. It will be fun to get
a presentation from one that has experiencec
all the excitement with some of the digital
modes and encourage all to attend the meetil
Personallyl have enjoyed PSK31 and with "JI-:m;.- on a4 minuie Larry..my 3WH is jumpln_g..-.-.l'm
onIy Swatts OUtpUt | have been in qSO'S with going outside and see what the problem is...
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Macadamia encrusted Salmon with a pineapple vanilla butter
sauce; Carving station with Sirloin of Beef plus Leek Mashed
Potatoes, Vegetables, Rolls & Butter. A Dinner Salad is included
with mixed greens, pecans, sliced apple and gorgonzola with a
Raspberry Vinaigrette. Appetizers include an Assorted Cheese
Platter with Gourmet Crackers and Artichoke Dip or Shrimp with
Cocktail Sauce. Dessert follows with a Cheesecake Bar with an
array of toppings.

$40.00 per person (in advance).

The deadline is approaching; please send your check to:
Palos Verdes Amateur Radio Club
Post Office Box 2316
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

’ Catered by @&ntertaining FriendsOof San Pedro ‘



November 2009

ScavengerHunt

As a ham youOve probably seen or par
ticipated in al-Hunt. You search and find that
hidden ham radio transmittd8ut have you been
on a Scavenger Hunt lately? If not, hergéur
opportunity to explore, search and find seme
thing new or hidden in the club RRC Website.

The rules are simple--all information can
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3. What is the date for the next Catalina,
Islands OnTheAir (IOTA) event?

4. There are five elected ffers of the
PVARC. In addition, there are two
Directors. Who are they?

5. What®the date of the oldest QRO
newsletter available on PYRC? What
are the hams doing in the first page-pic
ture?

6. Where can you find information on 26
antenna projects you can build yeur
self?

7. How many other Local Ham Radio
Clubs are linked from the ARC?

Visit one of the others.

8. Can you find your picture in one of the

2009 PWWRC Events?

Happy Hunting!

John FreemanWwWewWww

be found on the websit€he goal is to enjoy
knowing and finding whas@here.

First clue: Everything starts with the
PVARC homepage.
http://www.palosverdes.com/pvarc/

1. What®the call sign for the announcer
for theAmateur Radidloday video on
the homepage? How long is the video!

2.  What Cruise Line is being used for the

Make Note -- NewAddresses

Denzel & Helen Dye@ newest email is
denzel.dyer@cox.net helenjdyer@cox.net

And look who@® back on line!
Matt Cruse, N6MDC.
His new email is: némdc@yahoo.com

Ham Radio Cruise 2010?



http://www.palosverdes.com/pvarc/
http://www.palosverdes.com/pvarc/
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mailto:denzel.dyer@cox.net
mailto:denzel.dyer@cox.net
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FT5GA: The Glo
Tracking Down the Elu

The Glorioso Islands(es Glorieusesr offi-
cially alsoArchipel des Glorieusgsre
a group of islands and rocks which
cover about 5 square kilometers o
(1,200 acres) and located in the nerth,
ern Mozambique channel, about
160 kilometers (99 mi) northwest of
MadagascaiThe islands are a nature
preserve and are locally occupied by =
troops of the French Foreign Legion.
Ownership is actually in dispute, with conflicting
claims being made by Madagasdae Sey
chelles, and the Comoros, although formally the
islands have been claimed as French territory
since 1930The two lagest components of the
Gloriosos are the coral islands of Grand-Glo
rieuse and éle dws.

Rarely activated as a DX entithere was
much excitement within the DX community
when, almost 5 years ago, publicity started to ap
pear from a group of French hams indicating that
a Glorioso DXpedition was in thefafg. Unfor-
tunately one delay after another led to an ongo
ing series of announcements from the team that
attempted to keep anticipation levels high and
contributions rolling in. Many began to doubt
that the DXpedition would actually materialize,
but materialize it did, going active from Grand
Glorioso on 15 September 2009 and staying ac
tive for 23 days, finally going silent on 7 October
2009 after making their goal of 50,000 QSOs.

The Glorioso Islands have recently ranked #4
on the list of most wanted DXCC entities,
worldwide, and so one would think that this op
eration brought great joy to the ham world. In
fact, the outcome has not been quite so.rosy

After the long wait and the French teamGx
tured build-up to the operation, the expectation
was that the team would be running the sort of
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rioso Islands DXpedition
sive DX B One Dxer® Experience

Jeff Wolf, K6JW

major DXpedition the amateur community has
learned to expect when rare entities are ac
tivated. In fact, the team was comprised of
relatively inexperienced DXers who were
part of the French military and had many
other job obligations on the islanthis
led to erratic, unpredictable, and at times
seemingly incompetent operation and
pileup management, and the reaction of
those trying to work the DXpedition was
angry frustrated, and distressingly vocal on the
air, creating major interference and an atmos
phere of on-the-air chaos that reigned for almost
the entire duration of the DXpedition. Here are
some of the low points of what happened, as ob
served by this DXer:
¥ Sporadic presence on the air: Operating
times were not announced, duration of
operating sessions was often short (one
was measured at 9 minutes from the time
of spotting), and announced break dura
tions generally underestimated the time to
return to the air
Although the group had a very sophisti
cated propagation chart that updated in
real time on the DXpedition website, the
team paid no attention to it, spending
most of its time either focused upon
working European stations or answering
calls at randoniThis left the world out
side of Europe greatly disadvantaged.
Propagation was pogathe pileups were
massive, and the DXpedition team lacked
the competence to manage the on-the-air
environment. Instead of recognizing the
problem and working by region, they al
lowed the free-feall to continue and
simply spread it over a lger and lager
frequency rangalith so many callers, it
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was not surprising that a significant num tensive publicity for the DXpedition
ber either did not understand how to work when, in fact, setting such high expecta
split or simply carelessly transmitted on tions that they must have known they
the wrongVFO. This brought out the Opo could not meet was inappropriate. DXers
licemenO, who spewed abusive language were led to expect a professionally run
and opinion along with their direction operation but what they got was a part
(OHeworking UPaNhole!O) on the time patchwork of disganized operating
DX frequency completely obliterating the by duffers. No wonder people were angry
Glorioso signal for everyone else. ¥ The anger and frustration of people trying
¥ Because the western half of NoAiner- to work the DXpedition only made things
ica was in a propagation hole for much of worse, as self-appointed vigilantes
the duration of the DXpedition, operators spewed venom on the DXflequency
there faced a worse situation than most. There was additional malicious jamming,
Even East Coast, Southeastern, and-Mid as well.
western operators were having problems ¥ The chaos was made even worse when at
making the contact, biWest Coast opera least three deranged individuals decided
tors had in addition to the lousy propaga to operate as OpiratesO, getting on the air
tion the OEastern wallO presented by those and signing themselves as FT5DX. Many
other operatorsgignals between them and people who thought they had contacted
the DX. Unfortunatelylong path wasnO the DXpedition only later learned that
available, so western US and Canadian they werendn the log. If the French team
operators (and probably those south of the had been more consistent and competent
US border) sdéred badly in its operation, the pirates wouldh@ve
A number of us who work DX in Southern had quite the easy OinO that they did to
California formed an informal network, calling create further havoc, although pirates are
one another when FT5G#Aas audible and, po a fact of life for many DXpeditions.
tentially workable, and a relatively small number ¥ Honesty would have helped. If the DXpe
of us did succeed in getting at least one contact. dition team had leveled with the DX
Three PMARC members did it: K5KTK6SY, and community about the true nature of what
K6JW. Interestingly K6SY and K6JWmade their the operation would be, there likely now
20 meter SSB contact with FT5Gk the same would be less residual anger and criticism
day, Friday 10/2, within minutes of one another of what went on, and perhaps the on-air
K6JW managed a second contact with the DXpe behavior would have been beftas well.
dition on 15 meter CVén Tuesday10/6, during None of this should in any way discourage any
a surprising lull in the pileup the day prior to the ham from the pursuit of DXThe thrill of the
DXpedition finally going QR. hunt, the satisfaction of Omaking the QO, and the
The 2009 Glorioso FT5GRXpedition will camaraderie among DXers all come together to

probably be talked about for a long time as an ~ make DXing a wonderful sport and an exciting
example of how not to run a DXpedition but, as aspect of our great hohbihe prob
is usually the case, the story is more complicated.lems with the FT5GAXpedition

Here are the critical issues in the view of one are simply a reminder that these®
DXer (me): a lot more than might meet the ey
¥ The French team created much of the when it comes both to conducting

problem well in advance by seeking ex and working a major DXpedition.
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Excepts from the Dgton FCC Forum Spedt
by Riley Hollingsarth, K4ZDH,
Special Counsel, SpaatrEnforcement @ision Enforcement BurealCE

(This was run in the July2007 QRO. In light of
Jeff® article on Page 5 and 6, | think it could do
with another airing - Editor)

Olwantto talk to you aboutwhat bothers
me most about Amateur RadioNand | want to
give you a homework assignment.

OWhatconcernsme most is this: You
needto Olighterup.Q saidthat lastyearbut you
needto takeit to heartmore.All of you canlearn
from eachother And you needto work together
more and show a little morerespectfor your di-
verseinterestsand for the serviceasa whole. It
isn® aboutyou. It isn® about enforcementt®®
aboutAmateur radio.

OEverytime you get on the air, you need
to decidewhat®mostimportantto youNthe best
interestsof Amateur radio as a whole, or your
own pride or egoor Orights,@n the air you need
to be more cooperativeand less argumentative.
Pleaseread Dave Sumne@ article in May 2007
QST, page 9.

OThegood news: nothing is wrong with
Amateurradio. It is a goodservicethatis show
ing its valueto the public on a daily basis.Bad
newsis thatthereis an elementof Amateurradio
that too often reflects presentsociety generally
Whateverthe phenomenorbehind Road RageN
whateverthatisNthat@ what| am talking about.
All of you needto work togetherand depend
uponthe FCC lessto solve your operatingprob-
lems. We live in a rude, discourteousprofane,
hotheadedocietythatlovesits rightsandprefers
not to hearaboutits responsibilities.That spills
over into the Ham bands.As Dave Sumnersaid
in his QST article, OMostof the unpleasantness

thateruptsfrom time to time on the mostpopular
HF bandscan be avoidedif weOrawilling to be
flexible in our frequency selection.O

OKindnessvould go a long way in your
service.

Olwas looking at a 1968 QST the other
day and noticedinside the back cover an ad for
SwantransceiversSomeof you might remember
the 350 and the 250Nthese were really stateof
the art at the time. The 350 has17 little controls
andonebig oneNthe VFO, presumablyto make
it easyto changefrequenciesNow let® go to a
2007 QST and look on the back cover at the
Kenwood TS570. It has 46 little controls and
knobs,andonebig oneNthe VFO. Look nearthe
back at the ICOM 7800Nit has about 75 little
controlsandbuttons,but the real big knobis still
the VFONpresumably to make changesin fre-
quency theeasiestunction of all!

OThat&why you arethe only servicethat
has thousandsof frequenciesNit was designed
thatway to give you alternativesto havefail safe
back up plansandto experimentand lead tech
nology.

ONow | have specific messages for more of you:
OD the contesters:be more courteous.
You are responsiblefor the frequencyyou are
operatingon and realize that® true even when
you operate spliAll frequencies are shared.
OD those who don® like contesters:
LIGHTEN UP!! Contestsareshortlived. Usethe
WARC bandsWashthe car. Cutthe grass.Learn
from the contestersNandhis appliesto you Traf-
fic netfolks tooNlearn from the contestersNthey
passinformationa lot fasterand more efficiently
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thanyou do. Contestersare someof the bestra-
dio operatorson planet Earth. If the contesters
operatedat the samepaceas someof the emer
gencytraffic nets,the contestwould be over after
the first few dozen signal strengthswere ex-
changed!

OD thoseof you who don®like DXpedi
tions: LIGHTEN UP! If a group of peoplewant
to spendalot of moneyto goto arock or sandbar
in the ocean,live in a tent and swat flies and
scorpionsfor a weekandtalk over Hamradio 24
hoursa day, SO WHAT? LET THEM DO IT!!
DXpeditions,too, areshortlived, andsuchopera
tion mustbe importantto SOMEONENScarbor
ough Reefdrew over 50,000contactsdidn®itN
and weren©half of them CW, by the way? No-
body would haveevenknown aboutit hadit not
been published in popular radio magazines.O

I SFRIL 1987

Who®Who? Fnd An Elmer

This is beirgnstatedn the old QRSome changes irgen made but otheedefsas-I5 you
no longer wish to be listeadverselyiilike to helout, please let me knolvnaald the change

ThanksEditor

Antennas Bill Hamper, WAGESC

Badges Karen Feeman,

Concours dOElegance Walt Ordvay, KIDFO

Contesiing Bill Pomeranz, KB6B; Mel HugheK6SY Eff Wolf, K6JW
CW Mel Hughesk6SY Eff Wolf, K6JW Dan Colbun, W6DC
DCS Diana einberg, AIGDF

DX Fff Wolf, K6JW

HF, Geting Started Bill Pomerantz, KB6B

Jackets Dave Sboller KG6BFH

Librarian - Club-owned items Bryant Winbell, W2KEG

Lighthouse Eents: Dan Colbun, W6DC; Bob Closson, W6HIP

PVAN Alan Soderberg, W8CU

PV Marathon Denzel DyerKG6QWJ

RHE 5K/10K Walt Ordvay, KIDFO

RTTY Ra/ Day, N6HE

S|
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February 24 to th e 28, 2010

The Date@® Set And We®e Going Back!
To Two Har bor s, Catal ina

February 24 tothe 28, 2010
(Wednesday thr ough Sunday

for Another IOTA (Isl ands On The Air)

If you missed the othe r th ree IOTAs, you have yet
anothe r chance to ®oughOit wit h us.

Pl an is same as | ast year B2 stati ons, probably 1 SSB
and 1 CWE but we®l go wit h the I ow

Check your cal endar s and th en
Contact Ray Day,N6HE, to | et him know you®e
inte r este d, at: r ayday@ox.net
(ray said if this date isnQ@ okay for the majority of

peopl e, he®l be gl ad to change it, but he won® be the re.

b,
e f
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MemberOs Corner
PlanAhead

And MarkYour 2010 Calendar

Ridgecrest School 5K event will be on
Sunday 21 March 2010

Palos Verdes Loop Trail Relay will be on

! May 1, 2010

The PV Marathon will be on

15 May 2010.

Denzel is actively looking for a re-
placement or two as head honcho for this
event. Find a friend and halve the effort. One
morning of fun and games.

Concours d"Elegance sometime in Septem-
ber 2010

TheTwo Amateur Radio

Courses are in session.

Next ones will be held

next quarterStay tuned!
For more information contact
Walt, KIDFO, at walt.ordway@yahoo.com

Treasures@eport

Bill Haper

Sepember 2009
PVARC Balance  $2,346.25
JohnAlexander Fund: $1,033.00
Repeater Fund: $1,080.66
Total Bank Balance $4,459,91
Special Fund (included in ARC

Balance) $ 1152

Membership 2009 128
ARRL Members 73

KGEENN

KARLH FREDMEH

= Need a Club Badge?

Karen Feeman, K6BNN
3105416971

Need a Club Ratch?

Or a Club Jacket?

Dave Sboller KG6BHH
3103733816

&

- /)

Want up-to-date information about bre inck
dents? By state or the whole nation:
Click here: Inciweb the Incident Informa-

tion System: Current Incidents

Board of Directors

President! ! Joe Pace, NZ6L
Vice President! Knut Myhre, N6BNP
Treasurer! ! Bill Harper, WAGESC
Secretary! ! Bill Leighton, KG6WVF

Past President!
Director (1)! !
Director (2)! !

Ginger Clark, KG6TAU
Mel Hughes, K6SY
Jeff Wolf, I  K6JW

Appointed Offices

QRO Editor! ! Ginger Clark, KG6TAU
Asst to Editor!! Paige Omoto, KIGMAH
Web Page Editor!  John Freeman, WW6WW
Club Librarian! Bryant Winchell W2RGG
VE Coordinator! Dave Scholler,KG6BPH
VE Liason! ! Jeff Wolf,! K6JW

! ! ! /Alan Soderberg W8CU
LAACARC Rep! Joe Locascio, K5KT

Contacts
QRO Editor! ! 310-378-7894
\WebMaster! ! 310-541-6971
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ARRL Report for NovembeR009
BryantWinchell, W2RGG

+Regulatory FCC Issue®ublic NoticeonAmateur Service Communica ",..-,,
tion During Government Disaster Drills

On October 20, 2009, the FCC releas@tiblic Noticeclarifying the
Commission's rules relating to the usé\ofateur Radio by licensed ama
teurs participating in drills and exercises on behalf of their employers. Eititlateur Service Com
munications During Government Disaster Driltee Public Noticeaddresses participation by paid-em
ployees of gganizations taking part in drills.

The Public Notice -DA 09-2259-- affirms that the Commission's rules "specifically prohibit amateur
stations from transmitting communications 'in which the station licensee or control operator has a pecu
niary interest, including communications on behalf of an empldoRef. ARRL Letter dated 10/22/09

Operating: International Reply Coupons (IRCs): Out with the Old, In with the New

It is now time to start dumping your old International Reply Coupons (IRCs).

The "Beijing Model No 2 must be redeemed before December 31, Z088.new IRC -- thé&lairobi

Model IRC-- has been available in the US since September 10 and elsewhere since July; the price is
$2.10 each in the UShe Nairobi Model is due to expire in 2013. For more information, tlask

Thanks tolr'he Daily DX Ref. .ARRL Letter dated 10/22/09 + On tAe: 4U1UN Celebrates UN Gen
eralAssembly with Special Event RefARRL Letter dated 10/22/09

On the Air: 4U1UN Celebrates UN GeneralAssembly with Special Event

To celebrate thé4th GeneralAssembly of the United NationdU1UN -- theAmateur Radio station at
the UN -- began operating 4864UN on September 22ccording toThe Daily DX 4U64UN will be
on the air for 64 days on all bands and modes. ¥&Logbook ofTheWorld (LoTW) or direct to Her
bertAeby, HB9BOU. Logs will be uploaded to LoTWhce the event is ove®SL cards will be mailed
out starting in December 2009. ReARRL Letter dated 10/22/09

Operating Changes forthe 2009 NovembeSweepstakes

Next month, amateurs throughout the US and Canada will take part in the longest-running domestic con
test, the 76tMARRL November Sweepstakes. Since 1930, this traditidmiateur Radio has brought

out all kinds of amateurs -- from seasoned contest veterans to neophytes, from longfimmatdiers

to operators new to HRef. .ARRL Letter dated 10/29/09

Public Service FCC Issues FirstWaiver for Government-Sponsoed DisasterDrill

On October 27, the FCQORiirelessTelecommunications Bureau (WTB) granted the first waiver that al
lows amateurs who participate in a government-sponsoredjenosrpreparedness and disaster drill to
communicate on behalf of their employers during the difile waiver request was made on behalf of
the Commonwealth of Kentuckyhat state conducted a full-scale exercis&d\@anesdayOctober 28,
2009 from 8AM-5 PM (EDT) to test their emgency response to the possible release of chemical
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agents at Blue Graggmy Depot, located near Richmond, Kentuclgef. ARRL Letter dated 10/29/
09

Public Service Ham Radio OperatorsAssist in Catalina Island Rescue

Around 9:45 on the night of October 23, while attending an overnight event at the Boy Scouts' Camp
Emerald Bay on Santa Catalina Island, Kiad, KIGPCW and his wife, Deboratva, KI6CRZ, offo-
panga, California, decided to climb a hill to check out the view -- and to see if they could get into the
repeater on the island with their handheld transceifsrghey climbed the hill, the two radio amateurs
heard a sound;so turned his high-powered flashlight on the source, only to discover a man who had
fallen 48 feet to the rocks belpbleeding and severely injuredkef. . ARRL Letter dated 1/05/09

Operating Fall Frequency MeasuringTestThis Month

TheW1AW Frequency Measurinfest (FMT) has taken severalfdifent formats over the past few
years.This yeay we return to the "classic" FMF measuring the frequency of an unmodulated carrier
Accurate frequency measurement is required of all hams for both regulatory compliance -- "stay in the
band!" -- and operating convenience, particularly on the new digital mbloeg/1AW FMT will run

on November 12, 2009 at 0245 UTC (thisiednesday evening, Novembdr, 2009 at 9:45 PM EST).

Ref. .ARRL Letter dated 1/05/09

. Advocacy Mor e Cosponsors foHR 2160

Earlier this week, two more Congressional Representativesdre Carson (D-IN-7), and C.\Bill
Young (R-FL-10) -- pledged their support féR 216Q TheAmateur Radio Emgency Communica
tions Enhancememct of 2009bringing the total number of cosponsors to Ref. .ARRL Letter
dated 1/05/09

+ MARS: MARS Cuts Ribbon on New Pentagon Station

A military institution designed to provide ergency communications has moved to new quarters in the
Pentagon. On October 21, John G. Grimes, the fofssstant Secretary of Defense for Networks and
Information Integration, cut the ribbon on the new MilitAffiliate Radio System (MARS) station, now
located on the fifth floor of the PentagonRef. .ARRL Letter dated 1/05/09

Solar Update

Tad "You may go, with Sun or mobi€ook, K7RA, reportsThe recent sunspot activity has drifted be
yond view but that region returns in the middle of Novembée average daily sunspot number for Oc
tober was 7, the highest in the past 19 montief. ARRL Letter dated 1/

05/09

ARRL Letter changed its format so now the
text in Bryant"s Letter has added links. (even
one to a poem by Keats). Check them out.



http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_bills&docid=f:h2160ih.txt.pdf
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_bills&docid=f:h2160ih.txt.pdf
http://englishhistory.net/keats/poetry/robinhood.html
http://englishhistory.net/keats/poetry/robinhood.html
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